A New
Arbor Day
for 2020

by Tamara Sherrill

The pandemic did not manage to slow down the
1,000 native trees that have been steadily growing
for the 18th annual Arbor Day Garden Expo. With
the support of Maui Electric Company (Hawaiian
Electric), Maui Association of Landscape Profession-
als (MALP), and Kaulunani Urban and Community
Forestry Program, an alternative, COVID-safe 2020
Arbor Day event will include a drive-through tree

give away, tree and plant care webinars, and an available and place your reservation. To reduce Koa tree seedlings waiting for their new homes.
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Garden News

Save the Date!

Living Wreath Making

with Native Plants

Saturday, December 5

Two Sessions: 9am-12pm & Ipm-4pm

Native plants provide more than just food and
habitat for wildlife: they also provide great beau-
ty all year long! Learn to make a living wreath
from Native Hawaiian plants just in time for the
Holidays. This workshop will be led by MNBG
Executive Director Tamara Sherrill and ‘ohana.

Cost: $50 for new members, $25 for current
garden members. Email info@mnbg.org or call
249-2798 to secure your spot.

Aloha Whit,
e komo mai Alexa

Program Manager Whit Germano made the move to
California with his partner Logan, after 10 dedicated
years with Maui Nui Botanical Gardens. We will miss his
extreme competence and uncanny ability to text the
right GIF to the team in all circumstances. After inter-
viewing many impressive candidates, we are thrilled
to welcome Alexa Lasco as our new Program Manager.
Alexa is a graphic designer with several years' experi-
ence as a secretary with the County of Maui.

Best of luck to Whit and Alexa as they embark on
their new adventures.

Carex, Carex,
Everywhere!

The elegant, understated nature of sedges is

being celebrated this season at Maui Nui Botan-
ical Gardens due to an unexpected glut of Carex
wahuensis in our nursery. Emmely Felipe rose to

the challenge, selected locations and planted

more than 100 two-gallon mature plants in the
landscape in three weeks. Emmely was assisted

in this prodigious effort by Malia Reghi, our
new Kupu member who will be serving with
MNBG part-time for the next year.

Carex wahuensis is an endemic sedge without

a known Hawaiian name. It is becoming more
popular in local landscaping because it is easy
to grow, long lived, and outcompetes many
weeds. This sedge is native to dry to moist
forests from low elevation mesic coastal forests,
all the way up to alpine areas 8,000 feet in ele-
vation. There are more than 2,000 Carex species
in the world, more than any other genus in the
sedge family.

How to tell a sedge (family Cyperaceae) from
a grass (family Poaceae)?

“Sedges have edges” - grasses have hollow
cylinders for stems; sedges have triangular
solid stems. Try cutting the lower part of a stem
and looking at the shape of the cut end to see
which one it is.

Malia Reghi (left) and Emmely Felipe (right) with some
of the Carex they planted.
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Seed
Storage
Initiative
Update

by Cathy Davenport

As the MNBG Seed Storage Technician, | am
responsible for maintaining our Seed Bank

and managing native Hawaiian seed storage
projects. Seeds have fascinated me since | was
a child with my own gardens. To just add water,
and watch life emerge is profound. The variety
of seed sizes, shapes, and dispersal mecha-
nisms is endless. | love the work and even enjoy
counting ‘Ohi‘a lehua seeds, which are the size
of an eyelash. It is meditative. To have a forest
worth of ‘Ohi‘a lehua seed on my worktable is
humbling. At MNBG we are so very fortunate
to have volunteers that do much needed work.
To have many minds working on a project has
helped us brainstorm and problem solve some
seed processing challenges.

Our Seed Bank shares a role in conservation,
restoration and protection of native species. In
this way whole ecosystems can be safeguarded,
species by species, to preserve genetic diversity
and battle extinction. We focus on the four
islands of Maui Nui, usually coastal species, stor-
ing seed from native wild plants (not planted

by humans). Storing seed of the beloved ‘Ohi‘a
lehua (Metrosideros sp.) is one of our top prior-
ities. Our seed collection and seed processing
protocol are in accordance with standards used
at Lyon Arboretum. We facilitate projects im-
portant to a variety of organizations. Seed we
store is owned by the organization, unless they
state otherwise. The organization has control
over who, and when, the seed can be released.
They determine the purpose of the seed.

Fortunately, MNBG can continue to collect seed
during Covid-19 restrictions with mitigation
protocol. MNBG limits the number of staff, they
travel in separate cars, wear masks and keep

a safe distance while collecting seed. Another

Seeds need to be dried at varying temperatures
and relative humidity depending upon whether
the seed will be stored in the freezer or refrigerator.

option is for the organization to bring us the
seed they collected.

This year 2020 has been a difficult time for the
world. Funding for the MNBG Seed Storage Tech-
nician is threatened by the economic changes
brought by COVID-19 and we are looking for
new funding to support this project. The seeds,
however, are safely stored for many years.

Stay safe everyone, take care of each other, and
we will get through this. E malama pono.

Left: Cathy collecting seeds of coastal ‘akoko (Euphorbia degneri). Right: Tom and Marilyn of the Weed & Pot Club process seeds after collection.
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Educational Partnerships

MNBG Distance
Learning Resources
Now Available
through Maui Huliau
Foundation

Maui Huliau Foundation, a nonprofit organization
offering environmental education programs

to Maui youth ages 12-18, has partnered with
upwards of 15 local conservation organizations
to launch new distance learning resources for
the upcoming school year.

The project, called the “Maui Aloha ‘Aina Virtual
Classroom” began providing distance learning
resources aimed at grades 8-12 in August 2020.
Each unit features a different partner organiza-
tion with self-directed distance learning lessons
both online and outdoors at various partner
sites. Units feature virtual field trips created by
Maui Huliau's filmmaking students or virtual
guest speakers on local conservation topics.

Maui 7th graders Somate Feiloakitau and Malakai
Karaca spent many hours with Maui Huliau at
Maui Nui Botanical Gardens narrating and film-

ing a virtual ethnobotany tour of MNBG's plants
that pairs with Virtual Classroom activities cre-
ated by Malia Cahill and Lily Solano, who lead
the project. They also filmed Executive Director
Tamara Sherrill demonstrating how to make
oeoe (kamani nut whistles). MNBG volunteers
made take home oeoe kits for students to pick
up so they can follow along and make their own.
You can view the video if you search “Maui Nui
Botanical Gardens Virtual Huaka'i” on YouTube.

“Pots That Rot”: MNBG Featured in
Hawaii Youth Sustainability Challenge

Kupu & Kdkua Hawai'i Foundation just
launched the 2020-2021 Hawai'i Youth Sus-
tainability Challenge (HYSC), a program that
empowers Hawai'i youth to create solutions to
challenges facing their schools and communi-
ties. As a preview and kick-off to this event, an
idea submitted by Maui Nui Botanical Gardens,

“Pots That Rot,” was featured out of the more
than 50 ideas submitted:

“MNBG grows hundreds of plants in lightweight
plastic pots from 2" size to 3 gallon size. Larger pots
can be re-used a few times, but ultimately all of
them wind up in the landfill. Plastic is cheap, light-
weight, durable, and holds moisture well. What
could nursery plant pots be made from that have
these same qualities but are greener? For example,
compostable pots from a locally sourced material?”

Garden and Nursery Manager Chris d’Avella and
Kupu member Vanessa Scott recorded a video
explaining how using plastic pots is not much
different from drinking from single use water
bottles. They showed students what they need
from our nursery pots and encouraged them

to find a compostable material that would last
at least two years. Executive Director Tamara
Sherrill presented this to students across the
state and showed examples of what types of in-

digenous materials are long lasting and durable.

Hawai'i high school students who enter the
Sustainability Challenge, where they can select
this and other challenges, will receive funding
up to $1,000, mentorship, and training. To learn
more about the Hawai'i Youth Sustainability
Challenge, go to kupuhawaii.org/hysc.

Somate Feiloakitau (left) and Malakai Karaca (right)
speak about various plants and their uses.

A tentative fall schedule and enrollment
information for students can be found on
Maui Huliau Foundation’s newly launched
virtual classroom web page:
mauihuliaufoundation.org/classroom

Chris d’Avella (left) and Vanessa Scott (right) sharing
about MNBG's nursery pots.

MNBG is seeking donations towards a $500
cash prize for the local 9th-12th grade
student team chosen as the winner of our

“Pots that Rot” Kickoff challenge! To donate
towards this prize, visit mnbg.org. Click
the yellow “donate” button, and write

“Pots that Rot” in the special instructions
section. Mahalo!
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With Gratitude
from Our Garden

- Printers INC. / Wailuku Rapid Print for
sponsoring MNBG's Spring Newsletter
Printing

- Lorna Hazen for Arbor Day 2020 donation
of hala pepe, kulu'i, Kokia drynarioides, and
Hibiscus waimeae

- Diane Carr for a portable electronic
speakerphone

- Gloria Adlawan for garden pruners

- Maggie Sniffen for plates and forks

- Paula Loomis for hala mats and manure

- Kimo Hueo of Café O Lei at the Dunes for
10 5-gallon buckets.

MNBG’s
Contributions to
the Community

» Weekly Community Giveaways of ko, ‘6hai, ‘ihi,
ti, ‘'uala, and kalo huli,

« Ka'ehu Bay (ko)

- Kealia Pond National Wildlife Refuge (Carex
wahuensis, nehe, ‘uki‘uki, hau, ‘ihi, ti)

« Paki Cabatingon (wauke, ko)

- Hawaiian Islands Land Trust Waihe'e Coastal
Restoration Site (‘hai)

Mahalo to
our Interns
& Volunteers

« MEO Youth Services

- Ka'ehukai Molitau

« Kailei & Tyler Aina

« Marvin Rudolph

- Traci Kala

« Clement Antonio

- Tiana Lewis

+ MNBG's Weed & Pot Club
« Vanessa Scott

- Malia Reghi

Wish List
MNBG is currently in search of the following
items to help support our conservation goals.

Please call us at (808) 249-2798 if you are will-
ing to donate any of the following items.

- Dehydrator for making Taro Flour

- Garden gloves (all sizes)

«Hand pruners (clippers)

- HawaiianMiles (for interisland travel
for staff training)

- Leaf shredder

« Medium sized picks

«Outdoor tables & chairs

« PowerPoint projector

« Rakes (leaf or landscaping)

- Shovels

«Sickles

+Wood chipper

«Umbrellas

Check out MNBG’s Amazon Wish List:
http://a.co/eWBZKw3

Note: We are no longer accepting drop offs
of used plastic pots. If you have new or used
cement or ceramic pots to donate, please give
us a call and we will be happy to arrange a
pick up.

Mahalo Weed & Pot Club for all you do!

« Gloria Adlawan +Becky Lau

« Janet Allan + Renee Leiter

« Diane Carr - Kaiea Medeiros
« Kimo Conant Eagle « Irene Newhouse
« Tom Huber « Jill Painter

« Paul Kastner « Marilyn Ratcliffe
« Darlin Kaya « Jennifer Rose

« Perrisa Kilmer

« Janet Rymsha

« Vilma Seiler

« Anna Mae Shishido

+ Maggie Sniffen

- Linda Tesar-Amimoto
« Malie Unabia-Verkerke
- Sandy Viloria

« Robin Yamashita
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Officers

President
Chris (Ikaika) Nakahashi

Vice President
Diane Carr
Treasurer
Dorothy Pyle
Secretary
Ellen Osborne
Directors
Janet Allen
Kathy Baldwin
Koa Hewahewa
Jennifer Higashino
Bob Hobdy

Advisory Board

Horticulture
Heidi Bornhorst
Hawaiian Culture
Hokalani Holt-Padilla
Napua Greig Nakasone
Community Relations
Al Lagunero
Legal
Brian Jenkins
Conservation
Andrea Buckman

MNBG Staff

Executive Director
Tamara Sherrill

Program Manager
Alexa Lasco

Garden & Nursery Manager
Chris d’Avella

Kalo Varieties Manager
Nameaaea Hoshino

Horticulturalist
Emmely Felipe

Kupu Members

Vanessa Scott
Malia Reghi

Current Grantors

County of Maui Office of Economic Development, Hawai'i Tourism Authority, County of Maui Department of
Parks and Recreation, E Kipaku ka ‘Aina, Anonymous, Hawaii Community Foundation, Maui Nui Community
Fund, Fred Baldwin Memorial Foundation, the Zadoc W. and Lawrence N. Brown Foundation, AHS Foundation,
and the Kaulunani Program of the DLNR Division of Forestry and Wildlife and the USDA Forest Service.

Current Donors

HONORARY LIFETIME
Anne Carter
Jim Moriyasu
Kiope Raymond
& Lisa Schattenburg-Raymond
Gage Schubert

Ma‘o Hau Hele ($1,000-$4,999)
Lesley & Pawel Czechowicz

Rose Marie Gooding

Raymond S. Higashi

Robert & Doreen Hobdy

Makena Management Service Corp.

Maui Breadfruit Company

Papa Ola Lokahi

Ulupono Fund of the Hawaii
Community Foundation

‘Iliahi ($500-$999)

Deborah Brown

Diane Carr & Steve London

Alice A. Morison

Christine Taylor

Michael Williams & Linda Love

Zadoc W. Brown & Lawrence N.
Brown Foundation

‘Ilima ($50-$499)

Wendi Adamek

Gloria & Sid Adlawan

George & Janet Allan

Galan Arakaki

Gwen Arkin

Byron & Patsy Baker

Louise & George Barr

Keith & Kathy Boi

Rosamond M. Bray

Douglas Bronick

Monroe & Chelsea Bryce

Christopher L. Campion, PhD

Tom Cannon, A.l.A.

Vickie Caraway

Caron & Jeffrey Casey

Kahala Chrupalyk

Mikki Clark

Claudia Clopton

Elle Cochran

Patrick Conant

Joan & Roger Crouse

Dougal & Ann Crowe

Catherine Davenport

Darcy Davis

Jeffersonn Davis

Linda Decker

Lucienne deNaie
Bram Denhaan & Joy Tamayose
Laraine Dennis
Dorvin D. Leis Co., Inc.
Fern Duvall & Mary Santa Maria
Peter Van Dyke
Carol Evanson
Evelyn Billington

& George McElravy
Lisa Fitkin & Andrew Wright
Lanihuli Freidenburg
Meg G. Freyermuth
Ann & Philip Gallant
Stephanie Gilgoff
Girl Scouts Kula Troop 986
Nancy Golly
Carolyn Gressitt

& John Freyermuth
Haleakala Ranch Company
Chris Hart & Partners, Inc.
Skippy Hau
Jim & Honey Bun Haynes Il
Lorna Hazen
Kristen Heidtke
Derral Herbst
Sharon Heritage
Jennifer Higashino
Calvin & Sharon Higuchi
Pat Hillman
Clarice Holmes
Lee & John Hoxie
James Husack
Island Plant Co.
Bob Jones & Gayle Fernandez
Sylvia Jones
Francis Kane
Ginny Karpovich
Paul Kastner & Phyllis Sato
Hinano & Andrea Kaumeheiwa
Ronald & Blossom Kawahara
John Kean & Susan Conway Kean
Byron P. Kelly
Larry Kimura
Gladys Konanui
M. Verdine Kong
Elama & Sissy Lake-Farm
Lawrence & Mary Ann Lambert
Ron & Becky Lau
Renee & Elliott Leiter
Cathy & Craig Lekven
Jim & Paula Loomis
Ana Mehmood & Jen Luc
Seiko Machida
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Eric & Althea Magno
Elaine Malina & Douglas McBride
Harley I. Manner
Martha E. Martin
Noella Martin-Murdoch
Maui OnStage
Maui Vacation Equipment LLC
Paul & Michele McLean
Geary & Beth Mizuno
Montessori School of Maui
Dr. Steve Montgomery

& Anita Manning
Gwen Morinaga-Kama
Amy T. Muramatsu
Claude Nagamine
Patricia Nakao
Native Hawaiian Plant Society
Orchids of Olinda, Inc.
Lokelani Patrick
Godwin Pelissero, Jr.
Wallette Pellegrino
Tom Pierce
Robin Prais
Chuck & Jacqueline Probst
William & Dorothy Pyle
Cynthia & Terry Quisenberry
David Quisenberry
Lucas & Lillian Quisenberry
Michael Quisenberry
Marilyn Ratcliffe & Tom Huber
Dorli Reeve
Alicia Ann Remington
David & Marijane Rietow
William & Anne Ripperger
Amber Rohner-Sakuda
Robert & Margo Rowland
Thomas Savidge
Richard & Vilma Seiler
Joanne T. & Warren S. Shibuya
Glenn & Uta Shiotani
Anna Mae Shishido
Sandy Simpson
Patrick & Jody Singsank
Carmon Slater
Patrick & Maggie Sniffen
Rick Soehren
Kathleen M. Spalding
Anudeva Stevens

& Hanna Hammerli
Kathleen L. Street
Bryce & Kimberly Thayer
Paul & Diane Thompson
Walter Tokushige



TrippelGrow ‘Ohana
Martha Vanderlin

& Heali'i Ka'uhane
Sandy Viloria
Winnie Wagstaff
Dieter & Susan Walz
Eugene Wasson Ill, MD
Melody Watral

& Timothy Donahoe
Wayne Watkins & Helen Felsing
William & Judith Weaver
Robert & Helena Weltman
Elaine Wender
Tina Whitmarsh
Melanie Ito & Charles Wilkinson
Peter & Melinda Wing
Katherine & Robert Wirsing
Susan Wirtz
David & Robin Yamashita
Larry & Joan Yokoyama

Hala ($35)

Margaret Aghili & Jolir Chang
Ann-Marie Andres
Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs
Andrew Behrle

Mark-Oliver Buniel

Nanette Cabatbat

Kathleen Carello-Thuro
Wendy Chang & Joy Cheng
Marie Chao & Yvonne Sun
Alex Clapp

Ann Coopersmith

Shannon Eustace

Katherine Louise Florence
Sandra Garcia & Maria Tieu
Gerald Gregory

Guy & Mikahala Helm

Carol Johnson

Judy & Bonny Lee

May Leung & Wing Shi

Katy Lin & Julie Lim

Leah McMillin

Shawna McSpillman

MGP

Lenna Miller

Alisa Mingmongkol

Jan Miyashita & Harriet Wong
James Yeskett & Eileen Naaman
Lan Nguyen & Ada Wong
Linda Oqvist

Shannon Paapanen

Robert Parsons

Scott & Sue Purvis

Nancy Reese

Doug Rice & Christine C. Andrews
Coralyn Simons

Lia Uhrin

Lori Wurzel

Brian Yamamoto

Audrey Yera-Paez

Lai Yoshihara & Kellee Sung

Naupaka ($25)

Roselani Aiwohi

Piilani Akana

Jennifer Akiona

Edward & Jennifer Baldwin
Barbara Barry

Rhonda Barut

Patrick Bily

Mariah Brommels
Andrew & Arine Bulkley
Robert & Geraldine Carroll
Melanie Chan-Vinoray
Grace Chee

Jorrie Ciotti

Fred Coffey

Leinani Cornelio
Katherine Crosby & Michelle Jones
Kay Deck

Heather DePee

Lilia Doubleday
Allison Dukart

Mary Jo Durand
Lorraine Evans
Dennys Eymard
Ann Fielding

Momi Fortune
Caroline Fuijii
Richard Fukumura
William Garcia
Jazmyne Geis
Christina Goodness
Tiffany Goodwin
Leah Hanada
Kimberly Harter
Samantha Higbee
Nelson & Leslie Hiraga
Robin Hong

Linden Joesting
Rita Kahaiali‘i
Jayme Kaho‘ohalahala
Ivalee Kamalu
Henrietta Kanoho
Dawn Keomaka
Kihei Condo 175
Marilyn Kirkham
Deborah Kremins
Gail Kuba

Christine Lamb
Loren Lapow

Alan & Clarice Lee
Sondi Lopes

Sheila Louis-Charles
Connie Luk

Beth Marcil

Marty Martins

Kaiea Medeiros
Desiree Mendez
Shanoa Miller

Missy Dunham
Christine Moschetti
Judi Nicholson

Mike Nishimoto
Patricia Oconnell
Benton K. Pang

Laurie Passero

Kekoa Plauche

Verna Nalani Podlewski
Marvin & Ku‘ulei Rabara
Merrill Ranken

Jake & Laurie Rohrer
Barb Rolph

Laura Rosenthal

Fred & Janet Rymsha
Charlotte Sandoz
Kenneth Schott

Cindy Singer

Julie Smith

Cristina Solorio

Ashley Theresa Stewart
Khadija Meghan Striegel
Ken Swan

Colleen Sword

Agnes Terao-Guiala
Haley van Noord

Dana Volke

Shawn Wallace & Ron Thomas
Tim & Kim White

Mark Yoshida

In Memoriam

Willie Kahaiali‘i

Charlie Lamoureux

MAUI NUI

Mission Statement

Follow Us!

Follow MNBG on social media for
the latest information on:

The mission of the Maui Nui Botanical Gardens
is to foster appreciation and understanding of
Maui Nui’s plants and their role in Hawaiian cul-
tural expression by providing a gathering place
for discovery, education, and conservation. « Workshops

« Plant Sales

+ Giveaways

« MNBG's Plant of the Day

BOTANICAL
GARDENS

Location
150 Kanaloa Ave., Kedpuolani Park, Kahului
Across from the War Memorial Sports Complex

Save a Tree!

If you would like to receive your newsletters via
email, please email us at info@mnbg.org. You
may also view them on our website: mnbg.org.

Hours of Operation

Tuesday-Saturday, 8am-4pm*

Closed Sunday, Monday, and Major Holidays
*Weather permitting

ﬁ facebook.com/mauinuibg

Group Reservations
Reservations are required for group activities.

Contact Information

Mailing: P.O. Box 6040, Kahului, HI 96733
Phone: (808) 249-2798

Fax: (808) 249-0325

Email: info@mnbg.org

Web: www.mnbg.org

We are extremely grateful to all who have made
donations the Gardens over the years. We make every
effort to assure an acccurate membership list; how-
ever, if your name was omitted or misspelled, please
contact us atinfo@mnbg.org and we will be happy
to update our records.
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P.O. Box 6040
Kahului, HI 96733

Arbor Day is coming! Visit arbordayexpo.com

Maui Nui Botanical Gardens

Hala signifies a time of transition.

During this time of rapid change, please consider helping us make up
for revenue losses as a result of the pandemic.

Donate

Donations of monetary or in-kind
contributions are greatly appreciated.
To contribute, please fill out the
enclosed donation envelope, call 249-
2798, or donate online at mnbg.org.

Membership

Yearly memberships help to fund
important botanical and educational
programs, research and conservation
efforts. Fill out the enclosed donation
envelope or call 249-2798 to become
a member.

Mahalo to Forest & Kim Starr for their photo.

Leave a Legacy

Play a lasting part in protecting
Hawai'‘i's native plants through
planned giving. Consider making a
bequest to the Maui Nui Botanical
Gardens in your will or trust.

Learn More

Our work conserving Native Hawaiian
plants through seed storage and crop
cultivar collections is highlighted in a
short video created during our clo-
sure. Visit mnbg.org to see the people
and projects that need your support.

(808) 249-2798 | info@mnbg.org | www.mnbg.org




